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(35136) Intersubjectivity in cognition and in language: Basic observations and concepts

A language is a set of conventional coordination devices: cultural tools available for members of a
community to coordinate their actions in joint projects with other members (possibly vaguely defined
ones, like bonding, sharing the latest rumors, etc.). Linguistic tools work especially by allowing
participants in a joint project to efficiently coordinate their mental states: understanding each other’s
perspective on some situation of shared relevance in such a way that they can coordinate their actions
and thus achieve their joint goals. Thus, language use is naturally viewed as a process of providing
and using cues for making relevant inferences. The so-called argumentative approach to language
takes this view into the realm of conventional linguistic meaning itself (cf. Verhagen, Grammar and
cooperative communication, 2015). In this seminar | explore the basic concepts of this approach,
surveying its relation to and relative advantages over some others, and the linguistic evidence for it.

(%52%0) Frontiers in intersubjectivity research: Simulating other minds in dialogue and narrative

Elementary intersubjectivity is naturally thought of as taking place in purely dyadic interactions,
defining the fundamental roles of Speaker and Addressee and thereby, among other things, the
linguistic notion of deixis. However, with language being basically a public and collective tool for
communication (‘wide broadcasting’), the default condition for natural conversations is to also
involve more participants than the (present) speaker and addressee —side-participants, bystanders,
and even eavesdroppers (Clark, Using Language, 1996)— and the boundaries between these roles
and their distribution over individuals are flexible. Moreover, speakers in all cultures regularly
simulate interactions (create dialogues, embedded in their own turns) as a tool for achieving
communicative goals in their interactions with their addressees (cf. Pascual on “fictive interaction’).
This is especially crucial in story-telling and writing, i.e. commonly public, community-wide
communicative activities. This importance and pervasiveness of the roles of other minds in much of
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human communication calls for incorporation in an updated, extended model of intersubjectivity,
that connects its most elementary lexical and grammatical manifestations to research on global
viewpoint management in narratives (cf. the volume by Dancygier, Lu & Verhagen (eds.), 2016). |
will outline such a model, and show how it supports an improved understanding of certain linguistic
and narrative phenomena, both within and across languages.
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